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beyond it, or of always remembering it. He
could not help believing that constructive
'fancy not only feigns individuals and in-
stances of thought, but is actually seated
in them. The Absolute, for instance, must
be not merely the abstract subject or tran-
scendental self in all of us (although it was
that too), but an actual synthetic universal
mind, the God of Aristotle and of Christian
theology. Nor was it easy for Royce, a
sincere soul and a friend of William James,
not to be a social realist; I mean, not to
admit that there are many collateral human
minds, in temporal existential relations to
one another, any of which may influence
another, but never supplant it nor materi-
ally include it. Finite experience was not
a mere element in infinite experience; it
was a tragic totality in itself. I was not
God looking at myself, I was myself looking
for God. Yet this strain was utterly incom-
patible with the principles of transcendental-
ism ; it turned philosophy into a simple
anticipation of science, if not into an in-
dulgence in literary psychology. Knowledge
would then have been only faith leaping
across the chasm of coexistence and guessing